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HUGE WINS
KM Excels On And Off The Court

KM Kindness
#KMKind Is Going Viral

Referendum
A Defining Choice April 7



THE SK Y

The Kettle Moraine High School girls golf team had an incredible year, placing third in the 2019 WIAA State Tournament. Most 
importantly, the team boasted All-State Academic honors for senior Julia Schilling (High Honors), senior Isabelle Gaudion (High 
Honors), junior Reagan Stuke (High Honors), sophomore Jenna Anderson, and sophomore Madeline Fiebig. 

ON THE COVER: The KMHS boys volleyball team capped an incredible season with a win over Madison Memorial to become 
Sectional Champs and stamp their ticket to the WIAA State Tournament in Green Bay. Photo courtesy of Kim Jaeger.
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A START

When I say “winning,” I mean succeeding in every sense of the word. In every aspect of life. On the 
field. In the classroom. In the gym. In our region. Our state. Even nationally. But, most importantly, in 
our local communities. Our schools and communities have always been winning as one. 

When our girls golf team takes third in state, our community wins.  
When our girls volleyball team makes state for the first time ever, 
our community wins. When our high school students are accepted to 
Yale, UW Madison, and Carnegie Melon, the community wins. When 
our middle school teacher joins the National Guard, serving our 
community in double capacity - what a tremendous win. 

When our middle school students spend a year on a project to donate 
iPods to Three Pillars Senior Living Communities and deliver them 
loaded with music to support residents with memory care - wow, what 
a win. Those young ladies will carry the experience, lessons learned, 
and pride in helping others with them for the rest of their lives. And, I 
know the lives of our friends at Three Pillars will improve through this 
unique community project.

And that’s what this newly-designed edition of the Communicator is all about - sharing the joy 
of hard-earned success, the fruits of our communal labor, and the return on our investment. The 
National Merit Semifinalists. The Eagle Scouts. Stars of the musical. All-state choir singers. The food 
drives. The mountain of a boy who will soon be a man playing at Camp Randall Stadium on Saturdays. 

There is nothing more important than preparing our children to become tomorrow’s adult leaders 
and help them realize the sky is not the limit - it’s another starting point. To let them know today is a 
waste if tomorrow has no plan. And, through our community’s planning, and extraordinary generosity, 
we have worked extremely hard to prepare life-long learners to succeed in a rapidly-changing world. 
Together, we have been planning, preparing and winning for a very, very long time.

Our togetherness has never been more important as we face a defining choice April 7. Our referendum 
question asks you to ensure Kettle Moraine Schools keep winning and continue to be a destination 
families seek out when searching for the best of the best - a place our students, staff, and the 10 
communities who make up our district take immense pride in. 

We’ve been building momentum, celebrating Laser wins for 51 years and we’ve established a 
standard of excellence we cannot relinquish. Thank you for all you do to support Kettle Moraine 
Schools and your community. You should be very proud of what you’ve built.

GO LASERS!

Pat Deklotz, Ph.D.
Superintendent

THE KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS BEEN WINNING 
FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS. IT’S JUST A START.

IS JUST
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The Kettle Moraine High School Student Senate blood drive 
was a success! Partnering with the Red Cross, the group 
had 66 donors give 66 units of blood. One donation could 
potentially save three lives, so the Student Senate blood 
drive saved up to 198 lives! Thank you to everyone who 
donated and volunteered to help run the event.

Magee third-grade students took a trip to Rustic Falls Nature 
Camp for a day of community service and fun. Rustic Falls’ 
mission is to provide recreational and educational activities 
to enhance the lives of everyone who visits. Students cleared 
trails, spread wood chips and cleaned play structures. 

MAGEE STUDENTS HELP WITH 
CLEAN-UP AT NATURE CAMP

KM IN THE COMMUNITY

RED CROSS COLLECTS 66 UNITS AT  
STUDENT SENATE BLOOD DRIVE 

Magee welcomed Veteran and Stars and Stripes Board Member 
Kent Rice, along with WWII Veteran Mr. Charles Franzke and his 
wife Bev to present a donation of $1,219.67 in December. 
Students and staff raised funds at V.I.P. Night and Culver’s Cares 
Night. Their donation will make an Honor Flight possible for 
three veterans from WWII, Korea or Vietnam!

MAGEE ELEMENTARY RAISES OVER 
$1,200 FOR HONOR FLIGHTS 

KM Explore Food Drive
1,100 items

50 Boxes
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Kettle Moraine High School DECA’s annual community-wide food drive 
filled an entire semi trailer (special thanks to Target/JB Hunt) of donations! 

About 75 neighborhoods were canvassed by DECA marketing students, 
who dropped off paper bags with attached fliers (donated by Kroeger 
Foods), then collected the bags filled with non-perishable food items.

A semi-trailer was filled and students unloaded all food items at the Kettle 
Moraine Food Pantry to assist members of our community in need. Thanks 
to all who participated AND donated to this incredible community cause!

DECA DRIVE FILLS TRAILER 
FOR KM FOOD PANTRY

Seventh-grade students Ella Lephardt and Riley Grossklaus of Kettle Moraine Middle School saw people in their community in need. And they acted.  
Big time. The duo collected donations via an iPod Drive for residents of Three Pillars Senior Living Community suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
Residents were presented with a wide range of products including iPods, headphones, and storage components, which the students collected via a lengthy 
social media campaign. Donations came from near and far with the furthest being California. 

The devices will aid in reviving lost 
memories through music therapy. 

“We were inspired by the documentary ‘Alive 
Inside’ and wondered how we could help the 
people in our community,” said Grossklaus. 
“We realized there was a tangible need 
to help residents at Three Pillars who are 
suffering from memory loss.”
 
“This project started as a simple passion 
project, but it soon escalated into a more 
meaningful journey,” said Lephardt. “We 
were overwhelmed with the community’s 
generosity as the word spread and donations 
began to come in.” 

The students exclaimed how they are really 
proud of their collective progress and are 
excited to begin working with memory-care 
residents. 

“We want to thank everyone who donated 
and helped us communicate our needs on 
this special community project,” said Lephardt. 
“This couldn’t have happened without everyone’s support, including Three Pillars.” 

Donations were delivered Tuesday, November 19. Residents, staff and all in attendance were gleaming from earbud to earbud.

“Three Pillars is so grateful to these students for their great idea and for taking the initiative to make a difference in their community!” said Kelsey 
Pangborn, Director of Customer Experience at Three Pillars Senior Living Communities.

MUSIC TO THEIR EARBUDS

HS^2 students and staff traveled to Cost Rica in November to work at 
a local elementary school completing health and wellness construction 
projects included sprucing up hand-washing stations, beautifying the 
school grounds, painting the kitchen eating station, painting healthy 

eating wall murals, and presenting lessons on healthy eating. They also 
experienced more of Costa Rica by visiting a local doctor and health 
care facility, learning typical folk dancing of the Guanacaste province, 

and completing a local scavenger hunt.

HS^2 IMPACTS  
COST RICA COMMUNITY



ADAM BLAZEK
Adam Blazek was officially awarded his Eagle Scout Rank 

November 17. Adam is a senior at KM Perform and is a 
member of Troop 16 in Brookfield. 

Adam’s Eagle project was to design and create five sensory 
boards for dementia patients at the Villa at Bradley Estates 

Nursing Home. His KM Perform mentor and art teacher  
Mr. Langenecker was the guest speaker at Adam’s 

ceremony. Adam is now serving as Junior Assistant 
Scoutmaster of his troop.

ANDREW TOWNSEND
KMHS sophomore Andrew Townsend recently earned his Eagle Scout rank 
and was recognized by the KM School Board for the contribution, dedication 
and hard work he put into his incredible achievement. As part of his Eagle 
Scout project, Andrew built benches for the KMMS playground and repainted 
its four-square area. He chose KMMS as a way to give back to the teachers 
and staff who prepared him for high school.

“I cannot say enough thanks to the Kettle Moraine School District,” he told 
the board. “You have helped prepare me for later on in life...I feel like a 
better man because of it.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR KM CHOIR 
ALL-STATE SINGERS! KM Choir students 
participated in the Wisconsin School Music 
Association (WSMA) State High School Honors 
concert in November at the Overture Center 
in Madison. Students selected for the State 
Honors Mixed Choir after a competitive audition 
process include: April Hull, Drew Jaeger, Mary 
Kepplinger, Laura Laberge, Brett Manion, 
November Nicholson, and Nolan Van Haren. 
Students selected for the State Honors Treble 
Choir are Alex Brusko and Ella McClellan. 
Henry Amini, Tyler Billingsley, Natalie Miles, 
Kyla Moore and Jenna Thome sang with the 
Wisconsin State Middle Level Honors Choir.  A 
compilation of the State High School Honors 
Concerts can be seen on Wisconsin Public 
Television stations on Monday, Dec. 30, at 8 pm. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WSMA STATE 
BAND HONORS PROGRAM! KM students 
selected for High School Honors Band out 
of more than 500 students were Jocelyn 
Heckenkamp (flute) Peter Weyers, (horn) and 
Brooke Wisniewski (horn). Owen Erickson 
(horn) was selected for Middle Level Band.

WSMA HONORS
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Shane Gutbrod serves his 
community as a teacher and  
Army National Guard member

WHY DID YOU JOIN THE WISCONSIN ARMY NATIONAL GUARD?
Joining the military is something I have considered for a significant portion of my 
life.  I almost joined the Marines around 18 years ago, but something inside me said I 
could best serve my country by being an educator. The itch to be part of the military 
remained. I am a strong believer freedom is not free and want to do my tiny part in 
helping protect the way of life we enjoy.
  
WHAT ARE YOUR DUTIES?
My current duties are to continue attending what are called “drill” weekends, which 
occur once a month, and consist of different training events (combatives, tactics, 
physical training, etc.). After completing basic training, officer candidate school, 
and more training, I will be an officer and assigned to a unit. Officers’ duties differ 
per branch. In many units, officers are responsible for a group of soldiers and make 
sure they receive the training, care, and equipment needed while also planning and 
completing missions or tasks. 
 
HOW WILL IT AFFECT YOU AS A TEACHER AND COMMUNITY MEMBER?
I expect the military experience will cause me to understand more about effective 
leadership, which will then cause me to be more effective in leading students to learn. 
Part of the Wisconsin Army National Guard that was very important for me was the 
aspect of being able to serve the community. Quite often, the National Guard is called 
on by the governor to assist with emergencies in our Wisconsin communities.
 
HOW HAVE YOUR STUDENTS REACTED TO THE DECISION?
Not all of the students know, but most who do have thought it’s REALLY COOL! I think 
many of them are excited by the idea of what trainees get to do at boot camp. Some 
students have made comments saying they are very proud of the decision. A few others 
seemed concerned, especially if I were to be deployed overseas.  
 
WHAT DO YOU HOPE RESONATES MOST WITH YOUR STUDENTS? 
I have noticed that whenever I leave my comfort zone, and take healthy risks requiring 
persistence, I become a better person, grow, and gain skills I can apply throughout 
my life. I hope students see we all can be continually learning and growing. I expect 
my experience in the military will be even more challenging and cause even further 
growth and fulfillment. I hope students will see areas in their lives where they can 
find a healthy struggle, find purpose, persist, learn, and grow. Once that challenge is 
conquered, it is time to take on the next, and more difficult one! We are all capable of 
great things, it’s just all about pushing ourselves to do it. 

DOUBLE 
DUTY

Congrats to KMHS seniors Rebecca Healy (left) and 
Jocelyn Heckenkamp, who are among 16,000 nationwide 
semifinalists in the 65th Annual National Merit Scholarship 
program! The students will now work on their applications 
to become finalists, who will be announced in 2020.

The KM Drama Club’s competition one-act play “The Brown Felt Hat” was a 
huge winner at the State Theatre Festival in November. The cast and crew were 
honored with four awards: Outstanding Acting Award (Courtney Peterson as “Betty”); 
Outstanding Ensemble; Outstanding Directing; and the Critics Choice, which 
represents the highest standards of excellence at the State Festival.
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A DEFINING CHOICE
Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) sits at a crossroad. After 13 years of budget reductions, there’s little left to trim. Reducing academic 
programming, further cuts to staff, and eliminating student opportunities will substantially impact how KMSD provides education. 

We have been conservative and cost-conscious with every penny of your tax dollars, but it’s no longer enough. Our state legislature provides the 
tool of referenda to let individual communities make up the per-pupil revenue limit disparity in Wisconsin’s revenue limit formula, which varies from 
$9,700 to $19,165. KM’s revenue limit per pupil is $10,158 - third lowest in Waukesha County.

WHAT IS KETTLE MORAINE ASKING FOR?

$2,500,000 for 2020-2021 

+ $1,500,000 for 2021-2022

+ $1,500,000 for 2022-2023

+ $1,500,000 for 2023-2024

...which equals $7,000,000 
in sustainable funding

WHY A RECURRING REFERENDUM?

Citizens of KMSD have asked the district to fix the problem 
rather than provide a “Band Aid approach.” Citizens told KM to 
provide a sustainable solution. 

KM is asking for what is needed, when it is needed, to keep 
its schools running as they are, with limited reinstatement of 
cuts to KM’s 2019-20 budget. KM is asking residents for:

WHY IS KM GOING TO REFERENDUM?

Our community expects high-quality education. It has 
become increasingly difficult to deliver the education our 
community is accustomed to receiving.

Kettle Moraine’s revenue has remained flat over the past 
15 years, while inflation and fixed costs continue to rise. 
KM’s per-pupil revenue limit - $10,158 - is third-lowest in 
Waukesha County. The limitations of our revenue cannot 
keep up with rising costs.  
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WHAT WILL BE REINSTATED?

KM’s top priorities include: mental health and 
counseling support, library media specialists, IT 
infrastructure, capital maintenance and returning 
athletics and activities fees to rates comparable with 
other Waukesha County schools.

2020 OPERATING REFERENDUM

Bureau of Labor Statistics/Department of Public Instruction

District 5-year financial forecast with Robert W. Baird forecast model
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PROPERTY 
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PROPERTY TAX IMPACT
(A ONE-TIME INCREASE of $0.15 
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APRIL 7 BALLOT QUESTION

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT BUDGET TO EXCEED REVENUE 

LIMIT FOR RECURRING PURPOSES

Shall the School District of Kettle Moraine, 

Waukesha and Jefferson Counties, Wisconsin 

be authorized to exceed the revenue limit 

specified in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, 

by $2,500,000 for the 2020-2021 school 

year; by an additional $1,500,000 for the 

2021-2022 school year; by an additional 

$1,500,000 for the 2022-2023 school year; 

and by an additional $1,500,000 (for a total 

of $7,000,000) for the 2023-2024 school 

year and thereafter, for the recurring purposes 

of sustaining educational programming and 

operational expenses? 

A failed referendum will force KM to make $1.76 million in 
cuts to balance our 2020-2021 budget. Those reductions 
will come from a number of areas:  

• Staff
• Programs
• Services
• Extracurriculars
• Athletics

All areas will be affected. The school board will have several 
meetings between the publication of this newsletter and  
April 7, 2020 to discuss possible cuts.

WHAT IF THE REFERENDUM FAILS?

PLEASE ENGAGE: YOUR CHOICE WILL DEFINE KMSD’S FUTURE
CONTACT US: 

Superintendent Pat Deklotz 
deklotzp@kmsd.edu | 262-968-6300 Ext. 5301

Chief Financial Officer John Stellmacher 
stellmacherj@kmsd.edu | 262-968-6300 Ext. 5303

LEARN MORE AT PUBLIC INFO SESSIONS: 

Jan. 30 • 5:30-8 p.m. • Kettle Moraine High School
Feb. 11 • 10-11:30 a.m. • Brandybrook Community Center
Feb. 25 • 5:30-8 p.m. • Magee Elementary
March 4 • 10-11:30 a.m. • Kettle Moraine Middle School
March 12 • 5:30-8 p.m. • Cushing Elementary
March 31 • 5:30-8 p.m. • Kettle Moraine High School

GET THE FACTS
www.kmsd.edu/referendum

VOTE APRIL 7, 2020
https://myvote.wi.gov

Would you like us to present referendum info at your meeting? 

Please contact Zack Zupke at 262-968-6300 ext. 5327 or  
zupkez@kmsd.edu to schedule a presentation for your civic, 
social, church or neighborhood group.

KM WILL PRESENT AT YOUR MEETING

District 5-year financial forecast with Robert W. Baird forecast model

of Wisconsin Public 
School Districts Have 
Passed Operating 
Referenda Since 1993   

81%
THE FUNDING TOOL OUR WI 
STATE LEGISLATURE PROVIDES

Source: Department of Public Instruction
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#KMKIND
Kindness has always been the fabric connecting our schools, community and its people. When a neighbor needs help, it’s never a question of who will show up or 
when. You just know it will happen - right when you need them.  This year, we decided to spread these good deeds via social media - using the KMKind hashtag - 
to show just how powerful our KM kindness can be in hopes it also affects people outside our community for the greater good of all. 

It’s working. Tens of thousands of people have been engaged by our way of life. Kindness signs in local businesses...Max “The Secret Weapon” Stritzel...
football team clean-up crew...Cards For Cancer...Honor Flight fundraisers. These incredible stories are just a snapshot of a huge #KMKind picture on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube and more.

Thank you to everyone who has displayed KM kindness toward others. Please keep sharing and spreading the word through your positivity and #KMKind deeds.  
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FRIDAY  •  MARCH 6  •  7-11PM
fête of Wales

LIVE MUSIC - FESTIVE FOOD & DRINKS
RAFFLES & AUCTION - FUN WITH FRIENDS!

GET YOUR TICKETS 
AT KMSD.EDU/KMEF

PartyPurpose
with a

TO SUPPORT KM STUDENTS & SCHOOLS

WALES FUN RUN RAISES OVER $6,000!
Thanks to the entire Wales Elementary community for making 
the 2019 Fun Run a huge success. The event raised over 
$6,000 to support staff and students throughout the year!  

The first annual KM Campus Musical “South 
Pacific,” with a cast and crew from 

across the high school campus, as 
well as the middle school, was 

a spectacular success! The 
four shows boasted record-

breaking attendance and 
revenues, and students 
had the chance to work 
with new people, stretch 
their creative wings, 
and create something 
both remarkable and 
memorable. 

“I am so thankful for 
the opportunity to have 
been part of ‘South 
Pacific’ because I created 

relationships I never would 
have expected, and grew 

so much as a performer,” 
said KM Perform student Grace 

McMahon, who played Nellie. 

“The kids were awesome!” said director 
Todd Jaeger. “All these different groups within the 

campus - football, band, choir, theatre - came together to create not only a 
terrific show, but a positive environment for all involved. The older students 
were great role models for the younger kids. It was a win-win for everyone.”

First All-Campus  
Musical Sails To Success

Cushing Decathlon 
Jumps Over $19k!
Cushing Elementary’s 2019 Decathlon was an exercise-filled day  
of fun and fundraising! From bowling to dancing, relay races to 
hoola-hooping, students made the most of a gorgeous fall day on 
the track at St. John’s Northwestern Military Academy.

Thank you to generous donors who gave $19,200 to help assist 
Cushing’s teachers and students!

A HUGE THANKS to the volunteers who made it all possible and 
to the event host/partner - St. John’s Northwestern Military 
Academy. Your cadets were an AWESOME part of the day!

DOUSMAN FUN RUN 
RAISES $16,916!

Thank you to all who made the Dousman Fun Run a giant success. 
The event raised over $16,916 to help teachers and students!

SEE YOU ON SATURDAYS

“You don’t see many like Trey,” said Kettle Moraine High School head football coach 
Matt McDonnell in a Journal Sentinel article at this season’s start.

He was speaking of Laser offensive lineman Trey Wedig, who added another feather 
in his storied KM cap when he was named to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, the 
nation’s premier high school football game featuring the top 100 senior players 
from around the country. The game will be held on Jan. 4 at the Alamodome in San 
Antonio and broadcast on NBC. It’s annually the most-watched high-school sporting 
event in the country.

“None of this would ever be possible without all the coaches and teammates I’ve 
had,” said Wedig at the press conference held in the KMHS gym. “I also want to thank 
my parents for putting up with all the stuff I have to do.” 

While Laser fans will miss seeing the hulking presence of number 77 under the Friday 
night lights at Vock Field, there’s comfort in knowing he’ll be just the flip of a TV 
switch away every Saturday next fall. 

Badger Recruit Caps KM Career With All-American Bowl

This October, eight girls from Kettle Moraine Middle 
School attended “The Highly Effective Teens Girls 
Leadership Conference” at WCTC in Waukesha. The 
seventh and eighth graders collaborated with other 
middle school girls from Waukesha County to work 
on practicing positive habits, establishing values, 
working in teams, and learning about post-secondary 
education options. 

The conference - aimed at middle school girls who will 
most likely be the first in their family to attend college 
- was held to establish a female teen academy focused  
on strategies leading to positive behaviors that aid 
success in high school and beyond.  

“One of the behaviors they learned about was to 
begin with the end in mind,” explained middle school 
psychologist Allison Beyerl. “In order to help the  
students do this, the facilitator paired each girl with a 
mentor to speak about goals and career interests.” 

Another habit they learned about was “Think Win-
Win.” To help the girls experience this habit, all the 
participants were divided into groups and given a 
stack of cups, rubber bands and string. They had to 
build a pyramid without touching the cups and without 
talking. The groups who were thinking “win-win” were 
the ones who observed what other groups were doing 
in order to improve their cup-stacking strategies. 

One of the activities from the first day was an activity 
about values. The girls had to take a long list of values 
and then indicate which were most important to them. 

“I thought that was a really valuable activity,” said 
Beyerl. “Values are so important in helping people find 
their center and help them make decisions about what 
is important to them.”  

Beginning With The End
KMMS Girls Learn Strategies To Form The Future 

KMMS student Bella Foster, who wants 
to be a social worker, poses with her 
mentor, Becky, who is a social worker.

PARTNER IN EDUCATION
Kim Brown / Fortinet

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AWARD
Beth Nagel / SWD Educator 
Dousman Elementary

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AWARD
John Beckmann / Custodian
Magee Elementary

MAKING A DIFFERENCE AWARD
Tom Kirby / Custodian
Cushing Elementary

INNOVATOR AWARD
Chad Buchholz / Kindergarten Teacher
Cushing Elementary

CONTINUOUS LEARNER AWARD
Nicole Kind / English Educator
Kettle Moraine High School

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
Anne Blaine / SWD Educator
Kettle Moraine Middle School

KMSD annually honors exceptional staff 
members and a partner for their dedication and 
service. With great appreciation, we thank you!

Recognizing Excellence
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A PATH FOR INDEP
This September, the Students With Disabilities (SWD) program at Kettle Moraine High School hosted an ice cream social for staff 
and community business members who assist their growing program for independent living skills. Students used the time to 
showcase their work over the past years and share goals like gaining employment, getting an apartment and going to college. 

“Our students loved interacting with visitors and showing off the work and experience they’ve accumulated over the past few years,” 
said SWD Educator, Leah Cuda. “Being aware and creating opportunities for students with disabilities is rewarding in many ways. 
The relationships our students build create amazing self-advocacy and self-confidence skills that will build positive, hard-working 
adults for our community.”

The program provides young adults opportunities through Individualized Education Plans, which allows every student to receive a 
transition experience while also gaining the skills and knowledge needed to become an independent adult. The program can be a 
mix of academics, social activities, employment, and independent living skills. The overall goal is to create a path for independence. 

KMHS SWD students joined three bus loads of their 
classmates and traveled to the state volleyball tournament 
in Green Bay to cheer on KMHS’ boys and girls teams!
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Emma - Ice Cream Social

Rachel - Ice Cream Social

Robby - Ice Cream Social

Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is required to evaluate a child for eligibility for special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. When the district receives a 
referral, the district will appoint an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a disability, and if the child needs special education services. The district locates, identifies, 
and evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private (including religious) schools, elementary schools and secondary schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has a legal duty to refer 
the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. Before referring the child, the person making the referral must inform the child’s parent that the referral will be 
made. Others, including parents, who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability may also refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child resides. Referrals 
must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is a child with a disability. A referral may be made by contacting Dr. Charles Wiza, Director of Student Services, School 
District of Kettle Moraine, at 262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by writing to him at School District Kettle Moraine, 563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI, 53183.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership in the National 
Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental,  
emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state or federal law.

“Students can be seen in high school classes, in the community or any combination 
of both,” said Cuda. “The goal is to make sure we are creative and flexible in creating 
independent young adults. As each student goes through their high school years, they 
collaborate with many supportive community partners - like Marty’s Pizza, Kettle Moraine 
Food Pantry, West Wood Health & Fitness Center, and Delafield Brewhaus - as they move 
forward to become as independent as possible.” 

For parents, their child’s independence is just one of the many benefits the program offers. 
Simply being a regular high school kid is one of the most gratifying aspects. Fitting in can 
be tough enough for most students. When you have special needs, it’s even more important 
to feel like you’re just like everyone else.

“He never liked school before until he started at Kettle Moraine High School,” said Cara 
Bajczyk of her son Jared. “Since he has started at KM, he has thrived. They treat him just 
like any other kid at school and accept him for who he is.”

Jenny Godin, whose son Thomas is part of the program, echoed that sentiment. 

“It’s a place 
where he can 
be himself and 
he feels like 
he’s part of the 
student body,” 
said Godin. 
“The culture at 

Kettle Moraine High School is inclusive and genuine, giving me piece of mind knowing my 
son is in the right place. When he was a freshman and we attended our first school event 
- Bash on the Grass - we walked by a large group of high school students and the number
of students who said ‘hi’ to him made me smile. They knew him by name and genuinely
greeted him.”

Katie McCarley, whose son Logan has been in the program for four years, concurred. “The 
program means he can have a successful and fun high school experience while feeling like 
he is just like all the other kids in the school. This program has helped our son learn how to 
work out in our community and has taught him independent living and social skills he will 
need after he leaves Kettle Moraine. The teachers go above and beyond in everything they 
do for all of their kids!”

As for Logan, he just wants to be like everyone else in school and “hang out with cool kids, 
teachers and make new friends.” And, let everyone know he’s just like any other teenager. 

“I like hunting, fishing, riding my ATV, and playing Xbox,” he said. “I am outgoing, smart, 
helpful, courteous and kind.”

As for life after high school, he’s got big plans. 

“I want to finish high school with good grades and I want to learn how to live on my own in 
college,” said Logan, grinning. “I want to do fun things in college!“ 

HE HAS THRIVED.”
“SINCE HE HAS STARTED AT KM,

ENDENCE
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THANK YOU TO BUBON ORTHODONTICS - OFFICIAL COMMUNICATOR SPONSOR!

DON’T WAIT UNTIL
COLLEGE TO PURSUE YOUR 

PASSION

Art | Music | Theatre | Writing | College Prep
k m p e r f o r m . c o m

Attend a top-ranked public arts and 
performance high school in the 
Kettle Moraine School District.
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